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An extract from a series of Articles written by Fr. George
Nellikunnel to be published later on:

THAT CUP OF COFFEE

In one Parish, where | was in charge of many out stations |
used to visit the new Christians of these villages as often as possible
constant visit and contact with the people are the key to the success
of amissionary. Thisisthe only way to keeptheminterestedinreligion.

Though we have catechists each village they know practically
nothing about Christian doctrines, or if at all they know they are not
bothered about i nstructing the peopl e. Being new Christen themselves
thefaith off the cat echistsare not better than, that of those Christians.

Oneday asusual | wason curtsey visit to asmall village. The
head mans was right at the entrance of the village and so | thought
of visiting that family brief.

When | entered the house | found that only the mistress of the
housewas present, the children had gone to the school and her husband
had just goneto thefield.

After enquiring about thewell being of the members, | wanted
to take leave with in afew minutes but she pressed meto have acup
of coffee and go. The ordinary etiquette of afamily required that a
guest should be entertained and it is not polite on the part of the guest
to refuse.

Hence | sat on a cot on the verandah while she was busy
preparing the coffee down the verandah, just in front of me. The
coffee was prepared in ten minutes she removed the vessel from the
hearth and looked around for a cloth to filter it. Immediately she
came and fetched a filthy cloth left on my cot. That was cloth for
wiping all sorts of dirt in the house. It was looking abomuiable and
you can't imagine how dirty it was. The cloth was put on the top of
the glass and the coffee wasfiltered. In that no drop may belost, she
sgueezed the cloth thoroughly well. Beforel could stop her the process
was over.

With a smiling face she lovingly stretched out the cup to me
and |, forced by an unknown power, received it. | waited for ten
minutesto seeif shewould go into the room so that could throw it of f
with out her knowledge, but she wasnot moving. Finally | closed my
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eyesand with one stretch | swallowed the wholething. Thanking her
sincerely | left the place.

Thisincident took place twentyfive years ago. | was not sorry
over the sacrifice | had to make on that day, because there is a
strong feeling in me that it was that wonderful cup of coffee that
keep mephysicaly fit towork hard in themission field all theseyears
asthat drink was definitely an antidote for all possible sicknessesin
the world. | should be very thankful to that poor rustic woman who
had blessed me with such awonderful drug!
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